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Jon ii. 19. 

This is the condemnation that light is 
come into the Vorl, aud men loved 
darkneſs rather than light, becauſe 

their deeds are evil. 


— 


O ſearch after truth is the 
nobleſt employment of a 
reaſonable creature; and to 
diſcover it, to rejoice in its 
light, and faithfully to fol- 
low its direction is the ſu- 
ore felicity of an immortal Spirit, 
Jo wonder therefore, that we meet with 
ſo many vain and ignorant Pretenders to 
o amiable, ſo glorious a Character. 
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There is nothing more common than 
to hear a ſett of poor creatures without 
learning, without taſte or genius, or even 
the decent appearances of moral virtue, 

blaſpheming the doctrines of God our 
Saviour under the ſpecious pretence 
of adyancing what they falſely call zhe 

, | B Religion 


Religion of Nats; and decrying the 
ſimplicity of faith to exalt the ſufficiency 


of human reaſon. while their looſe rea- 


ſonings, and looſer lives are a reproach 
and contradiction to both. To oppoſe 
vulgar erro's and popular ſaperſtition, 
is doubtleſs a generous and benevolent 
employment ; and when attempted by 
men of proper abilities and right inten- 


tions deſerves the attention and indul- 


ang of every wite and good man. 
ut when Libertines ſet up for Refor- 
mers, and Fools for Eree-thinkers in mat- 


'teis of Religion, it is high time for the 


wite and the good to unite in a vigorous 


_ oppoſition, and it they cannot reaſon them 


into good ſenſe, to ſhame them at leaſt 
into Oey and good manners. 


The cauſe of 17555 and A is the 
ſplendid pretence by which they make 
their court to their unthia king Admurers; 


the firſt Nee upon a very modeſt 


preſumption that they are the infallible 
Judges of tinth and error, and that 


u hatſoc ver they cannot unde muſt 


needs be faite; fo that by coniequence 
their creeds, F eing as ſhort as their under- 
ſtandings. muſt needs be confined to a very 
Tew artieles, and lie in a very narr wW 


comps: The caſe of iberty is as no- 


tably iu Ported as that of truth, by 
which 


1 
which they mean nothing more than a 
liberty from ll the ſober reſtraints of 
Treaſon and religion, from the terrors of 
a troubled conſcience, and the dread of a 
future Judgment ; this is the liberty they 
claim only as a cio of r ruten 
But if theſe profound undertakers, theſe 
Lovers of mankind, (as they affect to be 
called) would talk leſs, and think more, 
and live better; if they would honeſtly 
reſolve to practiſe the plain precepts of 
natural and revealed religion, Which are 
demonſtrably of natural and eternal obli- 
gation, they would quickly perceive a 
new kind of evidence for other truths 
which they 1gnorantly oppoſe; and by 
degrees ditcover ſuch a tranſcendent 
beauty in the holineſs and reaſon of 
Chriſtianity, as none can taſte but the 
humble, the obedient, the pure in heart; 
for tho lieht be come into the worl | yet 
the true reaſon why men do, not {ce it, 
is becauſe they will not, they obſtinately 
ſhut their eyes againſt it, and chuſe dark- 
neſs rather than light, becauſe their deeds 
are evil. 
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In ſpeaking to theſe words, T ſhall 
confine my {elf to conſider the fole ca- 
ſon aſſigned by our Bleſſed Lord, why 
men chuſe darkneſs rather than liobt, 
viz. becauſe their deeds are evil. For 

| B 2 -._ every 


\ 


CSP 
every one that doth evil hateth the 


light, neither cometh to the light, leſt 
his deeds ſhould be reproved. 


It would be a needleſs talk to attempt 


to prove to the enemies of Revelation, 
that Light is come into the world. They 
all confeſs it, and the ſillieſt Creature 


among them has vanity enongh to think 


that his own natural miſunderſtanding is 
to him a ſufficient light for all the pur- 
poles of duty and religion, He talks 


much of the Light of Nature, and the 


ſufficiency of human reaſon, without a 
tolerable knowledge of the one, or the 


due improvement and exerciſe of the o- 


ther. Let us however take it for grant- 


ed, that by this Light of nature and rea- 


ſon they mean neither more nor leſs than 
the common. ſenſe of wiſe and good men 
in all ages and nations of the world, con- 
cerning their duty to God, their neigh- 
bours, and themſelves. 


Now the common ſenſe of all man- 
kind (a few fools excepted) has agrecd, 
that there muſt have been from all Eter- 


nity a ſupreme Being of infinite wiſdom, 
goodneſs and power, the Creator and Pre- 


ſerver of all things; and if fo, the duties 
and ſervices which naturally ariſe from 


that relation are ſo plain and obvious to 


a 


: 


te 


© SY 


2 ſerious and attentive mind, that it 
would be a reflection upon common tenſe 
to miſtake or misjudge them. 


The duties we owe to each other as 
partakers of the ſame nature, and heirs of 
the ſame promiſcs, are equally plain, in- 
ſomuch that the common ſente of all 
mankind has agreed in the reaſon and 
Juſtice of that ſhort but fundamental 
rule of equity, of doing to all men what 
we ſhould wiſh them to do to us, 


With regard to our ſelves Common 
Senſe will inſtruct every ſerious and at- 
tentive mind, that it is even a natural 
duty to live in the practice of temperance, 
ſobriety, and chaſtity, to gratify our na- 
tural appetites with modeſty and decency, 
to exert our ſeveral talents whether of 
mind, body or fortune, to the moſt excel- 
lent and uſeful purpoſes, with an in vio- 
lable regard to the dignity of our ſpiri- 
tual and immortal nature. All this is ſo 
agreeable to the light of nature, that no 
ſober Heathen ever doubted it; and our 
modern Unbelie vers who talk. ſo learned- 
ly about the moral congruity of Ideas 
and Actions, cannot but know, that all 
the fine things they are pleaſed to ſay 
concerning the amiable nature of virtue, 
benevolence and honour, it they have any 
12 meaning 
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meaning at all, can mean nothing elſe, 
Here then they cannot complain for 
want of light, they declare to all the 
world they have enough and want no 
more How then comes it to paſs that 
they do not act agreeably to it, and faith- 
fully follow its direction? It they know 
thit they have a Father in Heaven, (and 
they are worſe than Idiots if they do not) 
Why do they not honour him, ſerve 
him, and obey him as they ought to do? 
If they know their duty to their neigh- 
bours, if they confeſs that all Mankind 
are equally intitled to all the offices of 
juſtice, humanity and charity, why do 
they not practiſe it? Why do they in- 
jure, defraud and oppreis one another? 
How comes i' to paſs, that in defiance 
of this glaring light, this irreſiſtible evi- 
dence that ſurrounds them, they dare 
to injure the perſon, violate the bed, in- 
vade the property, deſtroy the reputation 
and peace of their neighbour ? If they 
know the regard that is due to their ra- 
tional and immortal nature, and the true 
uſe they ought to make of their ſeveral 
talents of mind, body and fortune, why 
do they live in direct contradiction to 
this light, in the indulgence of every im- 
perious luſt, of every vagrant appetite, 
why do they waſte their time, their 
ſtrength and their fortunes in a ſhameleſs 
circle 


TT © 
circle of lewdneſs and intemperance, of 
vanity and folly? — The reaſon is 


very plain, they do not fin thro' igno- 


rance or infirmity, they know better; they 
have light enough, but have neither 
honeſty nor courage to act agreeably to 
it, becauſe it ſhews them numberleſs vices 
which they never intend to reform, and 
duties which they reſolve never to prac- 
tice, and therefore ſhut their eyes againſt 


it. And (by the bye) can there be a 


ſeverer ſatyr upon this boaſted ſufficiency 
of human reaſon, than to own that it 
only ſhews us our defects, without be- 
ing able to mend them, and our duty 
without giving us ſtrength and ability to 
perform it? As therefore theſe people re- 
ſol ve to be wicked, and at the ſame time 
to keep all quiet within, and to be as 
eaſy as poſſible in the enjoyment of their 
luſts and vices, they can find no relief 
but in ignorance of their duty and for- 
getſulneſs of their danger. 


And now, if the feeble light of reaſon 
and natual conſcience can give ſuch 
inſupportable terrors to a guilty mind, 
how much more terrible and alarming 
muſt the light of Revelation be to an 


obſtinate impenitent finner! The Divine 


energy, the irreſiſtible ſplendor and Power 
of truth, are beautifully repreſented un- 
gy a der 
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der the figure of light, For as the natu- | 
ral light of the Sun diſcovers the beau- 
ties and deformitics of the Natural 
world, ſhews us the different figures, 6 
colours, and proportions of material Ob- a 
Jes, the ſtate and poſition of thoſe bo- t 
dies that ſurround us, the relation we 2 
bear to them, and the uſe we are to make t 
of them: So does the light of truth in / 
the moral and intellectual World. The d 
Mord of God, which is the higheſt per- v 


fection of truth, is as the Apoſtle expreſ- g 
ſes it, Heb. iv. 12. Quick and power- = 
ful, and ſharper than any two-erged 1 
Sword, piercing even to the dividing |; 
aluncer of the Soul and Spirit, of the 6-8 
Joints and marrow, and is a aiſcerner 3 
of the thoughts and intents of the heart. T 
When therefore they ſuffer this light to | 
ſhine upon them, and have its full effect 2 
upon their conſcience, it diſcovers the i * 
iniquity of their Hearts, and ſhews them det 
to themielves in all the hideons forms and the 
colours of their natural Corruption. And to 
is it poſſible for a wicked Man to find ear 
any pleaſure in viewing his own abſurd fol 
deteſtable Character in its proper light? | 
Could it be any joy to ſuch a creature f 
to be convinced, by an infallible Revela- tha 


tion from God, that He will certainly enter 
Into judgment with him for thoſe num- 
berleſs fins which he daily indulges, with- 


Out 


(9) 


out a bluſh or a ſcruple ; and that they 
who do ſach things ſhall never enter 
into the Kingdom of God? Could it ever 
enter into his head, or his heart, to hope 
and labour and pray to be convinced of 
the Truth of ſo tremendous a doctrine 
as this? No, ſurely, the leaſt glimpſe of 
that Divine light which is the joy of 
Angels, would be to him painful and 
dreadful as the ſhadow of Death. No 
wonder therefore, that the giddy and the 
gay, the obſtinate and the wicked, are 
uneaſy under it; that they take Pains to 
divert the diſagreeable thoughts, to 
ſtifle the dreadful Evidence, and ſhut 
their eyes againſt that painful light which 
fills them with anguiſh and horror. 
They find themſelves by theſe amazing 
convictions, reduced to a ftrange kind of 
alternative, either to reſolve to be very 
good or very miſerable, but as they are 
determined againſt the firſt, and dread 
the latter, they have no expedient left 


to be eaſy in their Sins, but to ſtop their 


ears and ſhut their eyes, and ruſh blind- 
fold into certain deſtruction. 


And can it now appear at all ſurprizing 
that ſuch Men as theſe are the profeſt 
enemies of the Chriſtian Religion, whole 
precepts ſtand in direct oppoſition to 
their warmeſt appetites, and whoſe Myſ- 
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10) 
terious doctrines confound and puzzle the 
ignorance and pride of corrupt reaſon 
unenlightned by Revelation, unaſſiſted 
by the good Spirit of God. They cannot 
embrace it, nor can they rationally op- 
poſe it; they are not led by the cool 
dictates of reaſon, but driven by the 
rage of their luſts and the fury of their 
ee and their want of argument is 
ſupplied by noiſe and nonſenſe, by lewd 
Jokes and ſtrepid proſaneneſs: But whe- 
ther theſe Blaſphemers will hear or whe- 
ther they will torbear, we dare to affirm 
and are ready to demonſtrate, that the 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


morality of the Chriſtian Religion is fo 
founded in the very nature of things, and Ul 
is in every Article agreeable and conſiſtent ne 
with unprejudiced Reaſon. There have m 
indeed been very looſe caſuiſts among in 
Jews and Chriſtians as well as Heathens; - 
but I never remember to have met with Mo 
any Writer of note, ſave in our own To 
licentions age and country, who ſet out Fo 
as a profeſt Enemy to truth and virtue, Nu 
and an open Advocate for immorality 1 
and error; much leſs that dared, without WU #7: 
cenſure or correction, to recommend pri- fa 
vate vices as public benefits to a Chriſtiaa Ito! 
Nation. They were modeſt enough to | hat 
confeſs the beauty and excellency of truth _ mo 
and virtue, and only took pains to find Sup 
_ excuſes tor their repeated Deviations | pro 
from both. "I ; And ren 


uy 


And as for the diſtinguiſhing doctrines 
of the Chriſtian Scheme, tho' they be 
not perfealy diſcoverable by the light 
of nature, nor can, as to their modes, 
be fully comprehended by the moſt ex- 
alted Reaſon: Yet I will venture to 
affirm, that the neceſſity of ſuch a Reve- 
lation is very obvious to every attentive 
Mind, and the truth of it demonſtrable 
to every impartial enquirer. — That the 
whole human nature is fallen from its 
original perfection, is demonſtrably certain 
for this plain reaſon. The moſt crueland 
unnatural Parent upon Earth would 
never produce a race of feeble, ſinful, 
miſerable, mortal Children, if He had it 
in his power to bring them into the 
World, with every poſſible degree of 
human perfection. Now as our Lord 
finely argues, If we being evil know how 
to give good Gifts to our Children, how 
much more ſhall our heavenly Father 
give the Holy Spirit to them that ask 
it £ If earthly Parents who are evil, cor- 
rupt and partial, would be glad to be- 
ſtow the choiceſt gifts and bleſſings of 
nature upon their children: How — 
more would our heavenly Father, the 
Supreme Infinite fountain of life and love, 
produce the firſt Man our Univerſal Pa- 
rent in the Fernen of beauty and im- 

8 2 mortality: 


| 6 
mortality? And that he did ſo, is evi- 
dent to a demonſtration. 


Haweores human i ignorance may be puz- | 
z ed and perplex d about the origin and 
tranſmiſſion of evil; notwithſtanding all 
the objections that have been raiſed 
againſt the Scripture-Account of the 


fall of our firſt Parents, whether it be to 


be underſtood in a literal or me taphori- 


cal ſenſe, the fact however is undeniable; 
however we may diſpute about the cauſe 
and the manner, no man in his ſenſes 


can doubt the effect; every man's own 
heart bears a ſad Teftimony to this me- 


lancholy truth, that we are fallen Crea- 
tures. From an infinitely perte& Cauſe, 


nothing that is evil, corrupt, or imper- 
fe, could poſſibly proceed; and yet 
we ice the whole human ſpecies confel- 
ling their weakneſs, lamenting their mi- 
{cries, and languiſhing together under 2 
heavy load of corruption. Had this 


been their original ſtate, they could 


have had no poſlible Idea of any other 


perk-Qtion than what they at preſent en- 


Joy ; they could no more repine for the 
want of any moral or natural accomplith- 
ment, than for not having the wings of 


an czgle or the ſtrength of an Elephant. 
It is an undoubted truth throughout all 


e that not ny every circle of 


ne, -: 


. 7 
life, but every diſtin& power and faculty 
within that circle, has its determinate 
limits, beyond which it cannot poſſibly 
act nor be acted upon. Thus, for in- 
ſtance, the vegetable life can have no 
poſſible deſire or perception of the Ani- 
mal, nor could the animal ot rational 
have any tendency or deſire of the Spi- 
ritual, were it not for an implanted ſeed 
of goodneſs in human Nature, to be the 
Omnipotent Principle of our Redemp- 
tion in Chriſt Feſus : So allo as to the 
different powers and faculties of the 
Animal Nature, the different ſenfes have 
each their diſtinct circle and circumfe- 
rence, in which they act, and to which 
they are confined. Thus the eye can 
have no poſſible perception of ſounds, 
nor the ear of light and colours; in each 
of which the Organ, the Medium, and 
the Object, are ſo exactly adapted to each 
other, as to anſwer the particular end and 
deſign of their formation, and to exclude 
every foreign impreſſion. And from 
theſe plain and ſimple principles it evi- 
dently follows, that if the preſent ſtate 
of human nature were its primitive and 
ultimate perfection, it could not in the 
nature of things have any poſſible ten- 
dency or deſire beyond it: And yet we 
lee the very beſt and wiſeft of men reach- 
ing continually after higher degrees of 
. perfection, 


( a4 D 

perfection, aiming at the ſublimeſt 
[rar of wiſdom and virtue; and the 
very worſt aſhamed ta be thought de- 
ſective in either, labouring to conceal 
from the eye of the world thoſe vices 
and follies which they confeſs to be a 

reproach to their rational and ſpiritual 
nature; and putting on the outward 
form and appearance of thoſe virtues 
which they cannot but reverence in 
others and are conſcious that _ want 


men 


＋. 


*. 


2 theſe Dibcighes. Jet us Ori a 
nearer ſurvey of human nature. We all 
perceive a dark Root of evil ſpringing 
up in the very eſſence of our ſouls, daily 
producing evil thoughts, corrupt affecti- 
ons and evil actions; a ſufficient mdica- 
tion that we are ſallayCicatured;c be- 
cauſe we find a conſtant good principle 
continually reproving and condemning, 
us for it: And if any be ſo weak or ſo 
wicked, as to ſay, He has no ſin, that he 
feels none of this original corruption, 
this hereditary diſorder in his foul, he 
decei ves himſelf, and the truth is not in 
him. And the whole buſineſs of Religi- 
on ſeems to be entirely this; to mortity 
and extinguiſh. this root of corruption, 
which is the ſhame and curſe of our na- 


ture, and t to cultivate that ſeed of life, 
| 7 EQ 
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(CIs 

to attend to that voice of God, which 
calls us out of our ſtate of corrnption in- 
to the Glorious liberty of the Sons of 
_— | 


From this view of human nature it 
evidently appears, how much we want 
a Redeemer and Saviour, to rectify this 
univerſal diſorder, to renew our corrupt 
nature, to give us a clean heart and a 
new ſpirit, that we may be renew'd in 
the Spirit of our minds. And the whole 
Chriſtian Revelation is nothing elſe, but 
a manifeſtation of this Redemption exhi- 
bited in various Lights ; ſometimes un- 
der the vail of types and figures, cere- 
monies and ſacrifices, and at laſt in its 
full glory, in the incarnation, life, doc- 
trines, ſufferings, death, and re{urreQtion 
of our Lord feſus Chriſ/, and the miſ- 
ſion of the Holy Ghoſt, The Gracious 
declaration of mercy and pardon to our 
firſt Parents was expreſs d in theſe words, 
that the Seed of the Woman ſhould bruiſe 
the Serpent's head; which was not a 
meer verbal promiſe of ſome diſtant and 
future bleſſing, but it was an omnipotent 
word of Redemption and life, like that 
of Creation. He ſpale and it was done. 
From that inſtant a new Principle of life 
and power was implanted into the fallen, 
degenerate nature, to oppoſe and ſubdue 
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the power of death and Hell, and to be 


a ſeed of bleſſing and immortality to him 
and all his poſterity. And this ingrafted 


word, as St. James calls it, Ep. i. 21. 


(hich the Schools not improperly call 
preventing Grace) is derived thro him, 
along with his fallen Nature, to every 
one of his poſterity ; ſo that as in Adam 
All died, even ſo in Chriſt ſhould all be 
made alive, i. e. put into a capacity of 
redemption and ſalvation, from the firſt 
man to the laſt, from the beginning to 


the end of time. For there neither is, 


nor was, nor ever could be, any name 
given under heaven, whereby Adam or 
any of his poſterity could be ſaved, but 
only the Name of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 


Acts iv. 12. And in this Sober ſenſe, 


_ Chriſtianity was truly and literally as 
old as the Creation. He was the Lamb 
e from the foundation of the world, 

ev. xiii. 8. He is the true light, that 


| W r every man that cometh into 
7 


e world, John i. 9. All the ſacrifices, 
rites and ceremonies, in the Patriarchal 


and Jewiſh, as well as Chriſtian Church, 


were but ſo many different methods of 
applying the merits of this Redeemer; 
which, however vailed under types and 


ſnadows, were, by the unſearchable 


wiſdom and love of God, as effectually 
adapted to the ſtate and condition of his 
8 Church, 
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Church, before his incarnation, as they 
have been ſince. 


Buy Theſe Principles, we are led to 

conſider the Chriſtian Religion in its beſt 

and trueſt light; not barely as a Syſtem 

of Divine truths, or a Hiſtory of Mira- 
culous events, ſupported by the ſtrongeſt - 
evidence, but as the Mighty Power of 

God to ſalvation ; as a New and Spiritual 

Life raiſed in the Soul of man by 
the mighty energy of the Sun of 
Righteouſneſs ; as every kind of natural 

life, whether. vegetable or animal, is 4 
kindled by the light and heat of the fir- | 
mamental ſun, who is the light and life | 
of the natural Syſtem, To this All the _— 
external forms of religion, and modes of | 
worſhip, have but a ſecondary and acci- 
dental relation, as ſubſervient to the 
Ot end of raiſing, pong and pre- 
erving this Divine life in our fouls ; and 
without this, it will be of very little 
conſequence to us what fide we have 
taken in the diviſions of Chriſtendom, 
what opinions we have held, what doc- 
trines we have maintained, or to what 
Church we have belonged. We may 
be very orthodox in our opinions, yet 
very wicked and ungodly in our lives, 
Our heads may be full of clear Ideas, and 
ſound doctrines, whilſt our hearts are nes 
LR "20 
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of hy pocriſy and every evil work; we 


may live in conſtant communion with 
the pureſt and ſoundeſt branch of the 
Chriſtian, Church, and yet find ourſelves 
at laſt in the condition of thoſe, who 
(as our Lord tells us, Mat. vii. 22, 23) 
ſhall. plead at the laſt day, that they had 
cat and drank in his preſence, had pro- 


phefied, - had caſt out Devils, and done 


many W0na er ful works in his name, 
who yet ſhall be rejected as workers of 


iniquit; Ye. 


Every Article of Religion teaches us 
this great and important truth, that 
Tleſb aud bl bod cannot inherit the King- 
dom of God; and all nature ſays the 


ſame. For, we can have no poſſible 


communication with any principle of 
life without us, unleſs the fame life be 
firſt Kind! led ng raiſed within us. Eve- 
ry kind of life, whether vegetable, ani- 
mal, or ſp iritual, muſt have its root in 
that REA Or principle in which it 
ſtands, and conſiſts in a certain ſenſibility 


of the. powers and communications of 


that World. 


21 oy Ir ament of Bg MHiſm, therefore, 
by whieh we arc incorporated into, the 
body of. Chriſt's Church, is declared fo 


be a death unto ſin, or corrupt nature, 
and 


0980 


and a new birth unto righteouſneſs. 
The Scripture every W here declares it, 
and the Church in all her Offices confeſſes 
it. And by the very words of the inſti- 
tution we are plainly taught, what the 
New life is. Wearc baptized in (or into) 
the Name of the Father, the Son, and 
the Holy Ghoſt ; plainly. declaring, that 
our Redemption conſiſts in the reſtoring 
to us that Image of tho Ever-Bleſſed 
Trinity, which we loſt by the fin of our 
firſt Parents. Now eit is the nature of 
_ everykind of life to be nouriſh'd by con- 
genial principles; and to have objects, 
appetites, and ſenſations, peculiar to it ; 
of which the lower degrees and kinds of 
life are utterly uncapable. Human Rea- 
ſon, therefore, which is in its higheſt 
activity confined within the circle or 
nature, tho' of ſingular uſe in religious 
matters, under the ordinary irradiations 
of Divine Grace, directing how to re— 
move the impediments, 2 and apply the 
proper means of ſupporting and increat- 
ing the ſpiritual life, yet contributes no 
otherwiſe to it than it does to the natu- 
ral, Our Natural life can receive no 
manner of nouriſhment from the fineſt 
reaſonings and diſcourſes about the diffe- 
rent kinds of foods, or the nature of di- 
geſtion: Our Natural hunger and thirſt 
are not to be fatisfy' d with the aocft1 ima- 
i D2 edit} 
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ges, or moſt critical diſſertations about 
meat and drink; no, the food itſelf 
muſt be procured, and here Reaſon may 
be of ſingular uſe to know where to find 
it, how to prepare and dreſs it, and the pro- 
per quantity and ſeaſon of uſing it; but 
unleſs we eat and drink and ſuffer it to di- 
geſt, and enter into the habit, we can receive 
no manner of benefit or ad vantage from 
it: Juſt ſo in the ſpiritual life, Reaſor 
is ſo far and no farther uſeful, than to 
ſhew us our condition and ſtate in na- 


ture; and direct us to proper remedies 


for our cure. And it plainly ſhews us 


that we are fallen Creatures, eſtranged 
from the light and life of God, to which 


we muſt be reſtored, or be undone for 
ever. It ſhews us in the plaineſt light, 
that this new and ſpiritual life can only 
be raiſed upon the ruins of the old; that 
therefore all the ſelf-denying precepts 
of the Goſpel have here their eſſential 


ground and reaſon in the very nature and 


fitneſs of things. It ſhews us that this 
life muſt be ſupported and nouriſhed, as 


every other ſtate of life is, by proper 


and congenial nouriſhment. Our Natu- 
ral life is nouriſhed and ſupported by 
the Spirit of nature, diffuſed thro' the 
ſeveral vegetable and animal bodies 


which we eat and drink, without which 


it would languiſh and die. Now, we 
are 


CW) 
are aſſurd by Reaſon and the Analogy 
of Nature, that the Spiritual life muſt 
be ſupported in a ſimilar manner, by real 
and vital communications from that Spi- 
ritual world or Principle in which it 
ſtands, and from whence alone it can 
derive its growth and nouriſhment ; and 
this is the Body and Blood of our Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt, without which our Lord 
himſelf tells us, John v. 63. we have 
10 life iu us. I (lays He, v. $51.) am the 
living Bread that came down ee 
Heaven, any man eat of this bread 
He fhall live for ever ; for my fleſh is | 
meat indeed, and my blood is drink in- | 
deed. He that eateth my fleſh, and 
drinketh my blood, dwelleth in me and I | 
in hm. ver. 55, 56. | 5 
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To ſay, therefore, as ſome very emi- 
nent Writers have done, that the Sacra- 
ment of the Lord's Supper is a poſitive 
and arbitrary inſtitution in the Chriſtian 
Scheme; without any natural aptitude or 
fitneſs to promote and nouriſh our Spiri- 
tual life, is juſt as wiſe and as true as to 
affirm, that eating and drinking is an 
arbitrary and poſitive inſtitution, with- 
out any natural aptitude to nouriſh and 
preſerve our natural life. The Appoint- 
ment, indeed, of bread and wine, to be 
the Sacramental ſigns or Symbols, was 

poſitive 


( BY 

poſitive and arbitrary; but the divine 
Nouriſhment.: repreſented and conveyed 
by them, 'to the Worthy Receivers, was 
eternally, and eſſentially neceſſary in the 
very nature of things, to ſupport and 
nouriſh the Spiritual life in all true Be- 
lievers. And this fully explains and re- 
conciles all that our Bleſſed Lord has 
ſaid, Joby: vi. as the truth and reality of 
that which the Sacramental ſymbols were 
intended to ſignify: And the faith 
whereby it is received, is that true hun- 
ger and thirſt of the Soul alter the bread 
of life, the righteouſneſs of God in Chri/? 
Teſs, which he has aſſur'd us he will 
not fail to ſatisfy. Hleſſed are they that 
hunger and thirſt after right conſneſs, 
for they ſhall be filled. Mat. v. 6.— 
Ask me not now, How theſe things can 
be? Demand not a precite Idea of the 
nature and form of this Heavenly nou- 
riſhment, this Divine Body and Blood, 
and Manner of its communication; which 
for ſo many ages have involved the 
Chriſtian world in fruitleſs controverſics, 
and bloody contentions: Tell me rather, 
How he whole body of true Belie vers, 

fil Join d together and compatted, by 
that which every joint ſupphieth, grow 
up into Chriſt their head, Eph. iv. 16. 
Tell me how the fire penetrates the 
hardeſt bodies, and converts them as it 


Welle 


were, into its own nature. Tell me 
| how the ſolar virtue penetrates, impreg- 
nates, and animates our whole Syſtem. 
Tell me how the Vine diffuſes its nutri- 
cious juice thro all the branches, and 
fille the ſwelling cluſters with generons 
Wine: Common ſenſe tells us, that the 
branches cannot bear fruit except they 
abide in the vine, and receive life and 
nouriſhment from it; and if this vital 
communication be intercepted, it muſt 
languiſh, wither and die. This is the 
obvious and ſignificant figure, by which 
our Lord has choſen to repreſent this 
ineffable communication of grace and life, 
to all the Members of his Myſtical body. 
Jam the Vine, Te are the branches : 


| Hethat abideth inme and I in him, tha 


ſame bringeth forth much fruit ; for 
without me ye can do nothing. If a 
man abide not in me he is caſt forth as 
a branch, and is withered; aud men 
gather them and caſt them into the fire, 
and they are burned. John, 15: 


The reality, the ſtrength and vigour, 
of every kind and ſtate of life, can only 
be known by its operations. By therr 
fruits ye ſhall know them, is our Lord's 
own rule, Mat. vii. 16. A good tree 
cannot bring forth cuil fruit, neither 
can a corrupt tree bring forth good fruit, 
* VET, 
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ver. 18. Every evil thought, word, and 
work, proceeds from the evil root of cor- 
rupt nature: On the other hand, 40 
holy deſires, all good counſels, aud all 
Juſt works, proceed only from the good 
Spirit of God, who is the Root of our 
inward and Spiritual life ; and are there. 
fore called the fruits of the Spirit, Gal. 
v. 22. And as every indulgence to cor- 
rupt nature tends only to enflame our 
diſeaſe, aggravate our guilt, and perpe- 
tuate our miſery : So if we cultivate and 
nouriſh the divine life in us, by the utc 
of ſuch means as God has appointed, it 
will daily encreaſe in ſtrength and vi- 
gour; it will expand and dilate itſelf 
thro all the powers and faculties of our 
Nature, and produce at laſt its proper 
and peculiar ſenſations, lights and joys, 
as every other kind of life does within 
its proper circumference ; and this fully 
explains that aſſertion of the Apoſtle, 
I Cor. ii. 14. The natural man receiv 
eth not the things of the Spirit of God, 
for they are fooliſhneſs unto him; nei- 
ther can he know them, for they are ſpi- 
ritually diſcern d. They belong to a 
different world, are of a quite different 
nature, and are no more the objects of 
the natural man, than colours are to the 
ear or ſounds to the eye; or abſtract 
ideas, ſyllogiſms and concluſions, to any 


25 


f the bodily 1 But in the true 
Spiritual light, which never ſails to en- 
lighten the Pure iu heart, the whole 
Chriſtian Scheme will appear highly rea- 
ſonable, conſiſtent, and uniform; and 
its moſt ſublime doctrines and Myſterious 
inſtitutions, to be founded in the plain 
and ſimple nature of things, and to have 
a neceſſary fitneſs: to explain and accom- 
pliſh the eternal purpoſes of infinite wiſ- 
dom and love, in the Creation and Re- 
demption of mankind. This appears, at 
preſent, to humble and pious ſouls, with 
a degree of evidence not to be ſhaken by 
the idle oppoſition, of the ignorant and 
unbelicying ; and to the Spirits of juſt 
men made perfect, jt is their joy and their 
glory, and will be the ſubject of their 
mite and adoration to all been 


5 Here then we 3 ener the 
true Ground of Modern Infidelity; > It is 
not owing; to want of ſuſſicient light, or 
proper evidence; for they have light 
enough, yea more than enough, more 
than they cau bear; its ſplendor over- 
powers them, and i is 2s painful to their 
corrupt and profligate minds, as the Me- 
ridian glory to weak and diſtemper d 
eyes, and thereſore they ſhut their cyes 
and turn their backs againſt it. „ 
aul tell them it is ow ing to their want 
| 2 9 
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of moral virtue, they would, with a diſ- 
dainful ſneer, confeſs it, and glory in it; 
and perhaps be arch upon all the formal, 
muſty pretenders to it. But I muſt go 
a little further, and tell them, it is ow- 
ing to a want of common ſenſe, common 
good manners, and of that very Reaſou 
to which they make ſuch high preten- 


ces. I have already ſhewn them, that 


the Common ſenſe of all ages and all na- 


tions have agreed in the general lines of 


duty to God and man. And ſately it 
muſt argue a great want of ge man- 


ners, wantonly to oppoſe and affront the 


common ſenſe of the wiſe, the ſober," and 
the good among all mankind ; but etpe- 
cially under the protection of a legal 
eſtabliſnment. Nor have they any pre- 
tenſions to Reaſon, when duly explain d 
and rightly underſtood. — Truth, 
and Virtue, muſt ſtand and fall together. 
That moral Virtus is the neceſſary reſult 
of ſound reaſon, founded in the eternal 
relation and fitneſs of Ideas and Actions. 
what man of ſenſe can deny? That thoſc 
Vices which the Seriptures condemn as 
the works of the fieſh, Gal. v. 1 9, 20, 21. 
viz. Adultery, fornication, uncleanne(s, 
laſciviouſneſt, idolatry | witcheraft, Ha- 
tred, variance, ' emnlations,” wrath, 
{trife, ſeditions, hereſies, envyings, mur- 
ders, drunkenneſs, revellings, are vio- 
| : | lations 


„„ 
lations of the eternal law of Order, and 
deviations from the law of Reaſon and 


Nature, what reaſonable man can doubt? 


And that thoſe moral Virtues or Chri- 
ſtian Graces, which the Scriptures call 
the Fruits of the Spirit, viz. Love, Foy, 


Peace, long-ſuffering, gentleneſs, good. 
neſs 5 f atth, | meekneſs 2 Temperance, "Als 


gainſt which there 'is no Law, v. 22. 
are alſo founded in no reaſon, none but 
a Reprobate or a Madman will dare to 
affirm. Whenever, therefore, we fee a 


man looſe in his principles, diſſolute in 


his morals, ſhallow in his underſtanding, 


his heart full of vanity or iniquity, and 


his head full of trifles, we need never 
wonder to ſee ſuch a man turn out to the 


beſt of his Abilities, 4 Free- thiuler aud 


an Infidel : If he tells us he ſees no e vi- 
dence for the truths of Chriſtianity, I 


ſhould not ſcruple to tell him, he is in 


no diſpoſition to receive it, were it ever 
ſo clear, ever ſo ſtrong; for there arc 
none ſo blind as thoſe that will not lee. 
F our Goſpel: be bid, it is only hid to 
them that are loſt, in whom the God of 
this world hath blinded the eyes of them 
that believe not, leſt the light of the 
glorious Goſpel of Chriſt, who is the 
Image of God, ſhould ſhine unto them, 
2 Cor. iv. 3, 4. I would ask ſuch a man 
pon his honour, whether eyer he had 
11 > ſincere: y 


2 — ITT ˙ LE” — — — r ä 


* 
— — — 
— — I anne youre 
ä er 


— - 
* D r — ee 1 25 4 r 
— — — 2 — — _ * as — — i N — — 
"IN * Dos i * Sa, 5 — . 8 „ 1 — 
% * as - 15 - x : 9 r 2 — 3 _ 4g 
oe COIN —— n N * —— ne rot te i. 7 A , —— 
: EEE I 8 * 2 ——— e — ba 9 
- — pp o * — 3 « — — 
| B — —— 
— — 4 * — 
2 


— — ay 
— . 


— 


14 
al £ 
#1 
1 
4 
: 
i* ' f 
. 7 
70 
J 
0 
1 
11 
15 4 
"#0 
4: il 
40 
. Fa 
j 1 
11 
nn" 
„ 
14 
{ 


Cc 28 )) 


ſincerely endeavourd or deſird to know 
the will of God? Whether ever He had 
read the Holy Scriptures with a defign 
to underftand them, and a ſerious reſolu- 
tion to obey them; whether ever He 
belie ved or prayed for the Aſſiſtance of 
God's Holy: Spirit, to enlighten his un- 
derſtanding, a and direct him in his inqui- 
ries after truth? Whether He had faith- 
fully attended even to [the dictates of 
Natural Religion, and lived to the beſt 
of his knowledge and abilities, in all 
good ' conſcience towards God and to- 
wards Man if not— Religion has no 
evidence for ſuch as Him; He has nei- 
ther eyes to ſee, nor ears to hear, nor a 
heart to underſtand. —But ſhew ame a 
man that faithfully ſerves God to the 
belt of his knowledge, that lives ſoberly, 
righteouſly, and godly, in this preſent 
evil World; endeavouring always to 
keep a conſcience void of offence towards 
God and tot ards man; who makes the 
beſt uſe of the light he enjoys; that daily 
prays to God to encreaſe it; and in this 
diſpoſition of heart, examines the great 
truths of Religion with candour and im- 
partiality; He will eaſily perceive, 'that 
Chriſtianity is a Reaſonable Religion ; 

and a life of Piety and * a Ree 
ſorable Service. 
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Leet us then, My Brethren, hold faſt 
the Profeſſion of this faith without wa- 
vering; and neither be afraid or aſham'd 
to confeſs and defend it, againſt the un- 

reaſonable cavils of the ignorant and im- 

- pious. If they will agree to examine it by 
the ſtricteſt rules of Right Reaſon, we are 
ready to join iſſue with them; and to 
give them, by God's Aſſiſtance, an un- 
anſwerable Reaſon of the hope that is. in 
us. But then, Let them debate like men 
of ſenſe and candour. Let the Queſtion 

be duly ſtated, the terms clearly ex- 
plained, firſt Principles fairly granted, 
and purſued by a ſolid chain of cloſe and 
fair deductions, to their ultimate conſe- 
quences and practical concluſions; with- 

out flying off from the Queſtion, or per- 
plexing it with idle cavils, which have 
been anſwered over and over again, 
to the confuſion of greater and wiſer 
men than themſelves, many ages before 
they were born; and we doubt not, 
upon a fair and candid examination, to 
make it appear, that Common ſenſe, 
found Reaſon, and true Religion, are not 
only conſiſtent, but eſſentially the fame ; 
differing only in degree, as the Day- 
break, and Riſing Sun, from the Meri- 
dian Glory. 
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But, if after all, We cannot convince 
their tealon;” nor mend their underſtand- 
ings,” let us at laſt appeal to their ſenſes, 
by ſhewing them the mighty power and 
efficacy uf Religion upon our own Souls 
Let them ſee in us, and all our Actions, 
the lively patterns of thoſe Chriſtian 
Graces, Which ate the genuine fruits and 
orttaments of the Chriſtian life. Let us 
walk as Chilaren of the Light, having 
no tclowbip with the unfruitful works 
of darknets. And let our Ligbt fa /pme 
befure inen, | that they may ſte out good 


works; and glorify our Father which 1s 


. 
KK , 
14 $4. 3 
— * 8 
4 * 
| 7 
% Y 3 1 


- A * 
„ - 
Den. 1 0 ä 
— . . 5 * 4 = * 
122 ** b 1 3 ' { 
4 . # __ b ; Ss & g 


% 
* 
1 
— 
= 
2 
* 
* 
— 


54 
2 
Bo 
75 
$4 
» F. 
WY 
K. 
Deb 
» 
Ft 
= 
155 


fe” 
I” 
BY 
KAY 
18 
N „ 


* 

85 

3 
1 


* 
Dy 
10 

7 


3 


Pe Regen — I — 
— — ny ** 
1 0 1 _ pe — La 2 - SIN 2 —— — . - = > 

4 by F . $6.4 8 * 0 —— * 9 . I * 5 

e ern > SG ent — , * 8 NEE 

B 4 TIP I mn N = bog * * — , - 

— — OED be er TR — 


— 4 ” 4 — 
— 7 — 5 8 = — — : — - of ha — — — —— ——— 
= m_— . — — 
—— L > * —_— ft = — 22 . ; 


, Ort 5 8 / ee bans | 
. e POE <a 9 e PN 
N e 1 7250 a 8 . 
N — LR, N * © 
__ — tc IE 6s 8 * 
; ries PREISE CY COL 25S 9 2 
c 8 


"HE 


